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The Legal
Code

The legal code is the base layer

of the Creative Commons

certificate and contains the

"lawyer readable" content that

can be used in court.

Anatomy of a 
Creative Commons
License

The commons deeds are the

“human readable” portion of

the license, that outlines the

key information about each

license in easy-to-understand

language.

Creative Commons (CC) Licenses are a set

of free, public licenses that are an

alternative for creators who want to share

their works with the public under more

permissive terms than the default “all rights

reserved” approach under copyright.  

Maschine
readable

The top layer of the license is a

maschine readable” version of

a license written in a format

that applications, search

engines, and other kinds of

technology can understand.

Creative Commons

Three Layers
of CC Licenses

The Common
Deeds

M a s c h i n e  r e a d a b l e

H u m a n  r e a d a b l e

A p p l i c a b l e  i n  c o u r t
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          Creative
    Commons License 

All CC licenses are structured to give the

user permission to make a wide range of

uses as long as the user complies with

the conditions in the license.
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ATTRIBUTION
Attribution or BY is an acknowledgement

of the original creator. Attribution is

required by all Creative Commons licenses.

NONCOMMERCIAL
NonCommercial or NC means the work is

only available to be used for

noncommercial purposes. It can also have

a dolar symbol.

SHAREALIKE
ShareAlike or SA means that adaptations

based on this work must be licensed under

the same (or more restrictive) license.

NODERIVATIVES
NoDerivatives or ND means reusers cannot

share adaptations of the work. They can

only use them for their personal purposes.

elements
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          Creative
         Commons 

All of the licenses include the BY

condition which means you have to give

credit to the creator.
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 commercial use of the work is permitted; and

 whether the work can be adapted, and if so, on what terms.

Beyond that commonality, the licenses vary whether

1.

2.

CC BY-NC
.. allows people to use the work for

noncommercial purposes only, and

only as long as they give attribution to

the creator.

.. allows people to use the work for any

purpose (even commercially and even

in modified form) as long as they give

attribution to the creator.

CC BY
.. allows people to use the work for any

purpose, as long as they give

attribution to the creator and make

any adaptations they share with

others available under the same or a

compatible license.

CC BY-SA

.. allows people to use the unadapted

work for any purpose (even

commercially), as long as they give

attribution to the creator.

CC BY-ND

.. is the most restrictive license offered

by CC. It allows people to use the

unadapted work for noncommercial

purposes only, and only as long as

they give attribution to the creator.

CC BY-NC-NDCC BY-NC-SA
.. allows people to use the work for

noncommercial purposes only, and only

as long as they give attribution to the

creator and make any adaptations

they share with others available under

the same or a compatible license.

Licenses
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CC ZERO
CC0 enables creators to dedicate their works

to the worldwide public domain to the

greatest extent possible. Some jurisdictions

don't allow creators do dedicate their work

into the public domain.

PUBLIC DOMAIN MARK
The Public Domain Mark is used to mark works known

to be free of all copyright restrictions. Unlike CC0, the

Public Domain Mark has no legal effect when applied to

a work. It serves only as a label to inform the public

about the public domain status of a work and is often

used by museums, libraries and archives working with

very old works.

In addition to the CC license suite, CC also

has two public domain tools represented by

the icons below. These public domain tools

are not equivalent to licenses.

Public Domain 

Tools

CC VERSUS PD TOOLS
CC licenses are different than public domain. CC licenses impose

certain restrictions on the created work. Depending on the license,

users may not be able to commercialize, alter, transform, or

redistribute transformed versions of the originally licensed work.

Works in the public domain can be reused in any manner, as they

are "no rights reserved."
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How Copyright

affects CC

FaQ by Noun Project is licensed under CC BY 4.0 
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2.4 Exceptions and Limitations to Copyright © 2021 by Creative Commons is licensed under

CC BY 4.0 

Laws regarding fair use and fair dealing vary by

country, but some typical examples of uses of

copyrighted work that may be considered fair use/fair

dealing include: “purposes of criticism, commentary,

news reporting, teaching, scholarship, research,

parody, and access for the visually impaired”.

CC licenses do not reduce, limit, or restrict any

rights under exceptions and limitations to

copyright, such as fair use or fair dealing

CC Licenses are copyright

Licenses. They apply when

and where copyright applies. 

R e f e r e n c e s :

Fair use and fair dealing are terms

for some uses of copyrighted work

that do not require permission

(and do not need to follow CC

license terms). 
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